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CHAP, EV 
Containing a sketch of the progress of 
the Virginia Baptists, from the year 
1776, tothe year 1823, continued from 
No. 7, Vol. i, Page 101. 


In the month of August, 1776, 
the separate Baptist General 
Association, agreed to divide, 
for the greater convenience, in- 
to four districts, viz. two on the 
north, and two on the south, of 
James River. But this division 
was not permanent, it being in 
the time of the revolutionary 
war, the Baptists thought it ad- 
visable to keep up the General 
Association as a centre of union 
to guard against any inroads 
which might be made on reli- 
gious liberty. Sut it is highly 
orobable thattheS trawberry as- 
sociation was constituted about 
this time, and continued to keep 
up a correspondence with the 
General Association by letter 
and messengers. The General 
Association continued their an- 
nual meetings till the 2d Satur- 
day in October, 1783, when 


they met for®the last time at 


Dupuy’s meeting house, Pow- 
hatan county, where they agreed 
finally to divide. The upper 
district north of James River, 
was called Orange; and the 
lower obtained the name of De« 
ver.—QOn the south of James, 
the upper district, as observed 
above, had probably been con- __ 
stituted several years; the dis» 
trict below it was called the 
“Middle District,” aslying be- — 
tween the Strawberry district 
and the Kehukee or Regular 
Association. By this division, 
the Virginia Baptists were form- 
ed into six associations, to witz 
the Ketocton, which was called 
the Regular Baptist Associa- 
tion; the Dover, Orange,Straw- 
berry and Middle District, whe 
were called Separates, The 
Kehukee which was partly in 
Virginia* and partly in North 
Carolina, and was called Re- 
gulars. 

The General Association pri- 
or to its dissolution, came toa 





*The Virginia Portsmouth Associa« 
tion was taken off from the Kehuke® 
in 1791, 
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resolution to meet annually at 
some convenient place, by dele- 
gates sent by every District As- 
sociation. This body when form- 
ed was called “ The General 
Committee of the Virginia Bap- 
tists.” The chief business and 
design of this body, was “ to 
consider all the political griev- 
ances of the whole Baptist So- 
ciety in Virginia, and all refer- 
ences from the associations, re- 
specting matters which concern 
the Raptist Society at large.”’ 

At the first formation of the 
General Committee in October, 
1784, only four Associations 
were represented ; but in Au- 
gust, 1787, six associations sent 
delegates, which were all the 
Baptist Associations, both re- 
golar and separate, which were 
at that period in Virginia. This 
session of the General Commit- 
tee ought to be forever remem- 
bered by the Virginia Baptists, 
as at this meeting a permanent 
and happy union was effected 
between what had been called 
the Regular and Sepurate Bap- 
tists. 

The difference of sentiment 
between these two parties of 
brethren had never been very 
creat, and had been previous to 
this meeting mostly removed. 
The only remaining obstacle, 
was for the Separates to adopt 
the Philadelphia Baptist con- 
fession of Faith, which had been 
adopted by the Regulars. Af- 
ter due deliberation thereon, the 
report of the committee was re- 
ceived with the following expla- 
nation :—* To prevent the con- 


tt, 


fession of faith from usurping 
a tyrannical power over tke 
conscience of any, we do not 
mean,that every person is bound 
to the strict observance of ev<- 
ry thing therein contained; yet 
that it holds forth the essential 
truths of the Gospel, and that 
the doctrine of salvation by 
Christ,and free unmerited grace 
alone, ought to be believed by 
every christian, and mentioned 
hy every minister of the Gospel. 


Upon these terms we are unit- 
ed, and desire that the’ vames 


Regular and Separate, be bu- 
ried in oblivion; and that, from 
henceforth we shall be known 
by the name of the United Bap- 
tist Churches of Christ in Virgin- 
ta.” 

This. union has now subsisted 
upwards of thirty six years,and 
the bonds are now more close 
and firm than at the first. The 
terms, Regular and Separate have 
been long buried in oblivion, so 
that a very few understand the 
meaning ofthe terms, when oc- 
casionally mentioned in con- 
versation, this proves that it 
was an union of hearts as well 
as of parties. 

The Generat Committee con- 
tinued to meet annually, (and 
by the result of their proceed- 
ings, were no doubt very bene- 
ficial to the cause of the Bap- 
tists in Virginia,) until their 
session at Waller’s meeting 
house, Spottsylvania county, in 
the year 1799, when the most 
essential causes of their forma- 
tion being completely removed 
they agreed to dissolve their 
constitution. 


it 
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During the whole period of 
heir existence, an unreasona- 
ble jealousy of their exercising 
00 much power, was manifest- 
> both by associations and in- 
lividuals: this, added to some 
pther causes, produced a nerve- 
ess langour and hastened their 
lissolution. 

Here two questions must ne- 
essarily present themselves, to 
it: 1st, what real advantage 


an sucha body asthe general 
ommittee be to the Baptist So- 


iety in general? 2dly, Is there 
o danger of such bodies doing 
arm? In answer to the frstof 
these enquiries we may truly 
say, tlatthe general committee 
did much good to the public in 
zeneral, and to the Baptist So- 
ciety in particular, is a point 
that cannot be questioned.— 
First—It collected the Baptist 
preachers from different sec- 
tions of the country, and not on- 
ly brought them to a familiar 
acquaintance with each other, 
but also endeared them to each 
other by the strongest ties of 
love and union. Secondly— 
It effected the happy union be- 
tween what was formerly call- 
ed Separate and Regular Bap- 


tists which has been productive 
ofthe most permanent and salu- 


tary benefit. Thirdly—By its 
exertions it was chiefly instru- 
mental in procuring the repeal 
of several oppressive and ob- 
noxious laws which had passed 
the Virginia Assembly, as the 
‘aw to incorporate religious so- 
cleties, &c., the law investing 
the glebes, &c. into the hands 
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of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. Fourthly—To the ef- 
forts of the General Committee 
may be chiefly ascribed the fai- 
lure of the engrossed bill for a 
general assessment.&c. Fifth- 
ly—The general committee laid 
the first foundation for the com- 
piling a history of the Virginia 
Baptists, by appointing fit per- 
sons to collect materials, &c. so 
that we may truly say that 
the servicesof the general com- © 
mittee ought never to be for- 
gotten. 

We would answer the second 
question by proposing another, 
to wit, What damage can a rea- 
sonable mind apprehend from a 
body of pious men, who cannot 
assume any power but that of 
giving advice, which the asso- 
ciations or churches may re- 
ceive or reject, at pleasure. If 
such a body were backed by the 
strong arm of civil authority it 
might be dangerous, but under 
such a government as ours it 
can do no serious injury; on the 
contrary, if its energies were 
properly directed it would be 
productive of much good. 

During the revolutionary 
struggle, the Baptists as well 
as other religious denominations 
passed through’a severe wintry 
state in religion. It was indeed 
avery trying time in general. 
Associations, for the most part 
were but thinly attended, and 
church discipline in many places 
sadly neglected. Soon after the 
termination of the war, a great 
emigration took place from Vir- 
ginia,both to the west and south 
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and a great proportion of these 
emigrants were Baptists,among 
whom were many Ministers of 
the Gospel. Some of the old 
watchmen slumbered on their 
post,some stumbledand fell,ma- 
ny moved off to new countries : 
yet there was found a goodly 
number whose right hands 
would sooner forget their cun- 
ning, than that they should not 


remember Jerusalem. 

However, it took them acon- 
siderabie time to rally and col- 
lect their scattered troops, and 
prepare them to face their ene- 
mies. Soon after this, revivals 
began to make their appear- 
ance inmany places, which rais- 
ed the drooping heads of the 
servants of God. 

Abcut the year 1787, the re- 
freshing showers of divine grace 
began copiously to descend on 
several sections of Virginia. 
The sight of land and gentle 
breezes to storm-beaten marin- 
ers, or water to weary and al- 
most famished pilgrims, could 
not be more welcome than these 
refreshing seasons of grace 
were to the faithful ministers 
and people of God. They hail- 
ed this welcome jubilee,they sa- 
Juted the return of this long 
*-wished for spring; the Lord’s 
- time to build up Zion was come, 
and he then appeared in his glo- 
ry, in deed, and in truth; now 
the harps of the old saints were 
taken down from the willows 
and tuned afresh, now were to 
be heard the songs and shouts 
of young converts,intermingled 
‘with the praises and thanksgiv- 
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ings of elder Christians ; while. 
awakened multitudes anxiously 
cried out, “ what must wwe do to 
be saved ?”? And thus the gra- 
cious work went on; as it sub- 
sided in one church or neigh- 
bourhood, it would spread into, 
or burst forth in another; till in 
the course of about five years, 
that is from 1787 to 1791, there 
were but few sections of what 
is catled Old Virginia but what 


was visited by these refreshing 
seasons, either in a greater or 


less degree, so that, notwith- 
standing the tide of emigration 
which was at this period inces- 
santly flowing from Virginia, 
the number of Baptists was pro- 
bably more than doubled inthose 
five years. 

Since the above mentioned re- 
vival, there have been two oth- 
ers in Virginia which have ap- 
peared to bear the same features 
and to progress in nearly the 
same manner, to wit: from 
1798 to 1803, and again from 
1809 to 1813;these may be term- 
ed. general revivals, and have 
hitherto appeared after an in- 


terval of about 11 or 12 years ; 


but the Lord is merciful and 
gracious, and often pours out 
his holy spirit upon parched 
and barren places of the earth 
without regard to stated time 
or period. It is now the close 
of the year 1823, and we may 
be allowed to hope for the re- 
turn of a general revival aftera 
period of 11 or 12 years; cum- 
puting from 1812, we may hope 
for a revival to commence in 
18245; and have we net reason 
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to hope that the glorious work 
has already begun ? Considera- 
ble additions have been already 
made in several churches of the 
Roanoke Association; and if we 
may be allowed to judge from 
appearances, we have flattering 
prospects that the work is fast 
spreading; we have also good 
news from other parts of the 
country. 

To conclude—Is it not high 
time for all Zion’s watchmen to 
awake from their slumbers ? Is 
it not noW necessary for every 
friend of Zion’s king to arise 
from the dust, and incessantly 
pray for the down-pouring of 
the Holy Spirit, upon his chur- 
ches, ministers and their con- 
gregations at large: or is there 
nothing for God’s people to do? 
The slothful servant may fold 
his arms and say, it 1s God’s 
work, and he will perfect it in 
his own good time.—Yes, it is 
God’s own work ; but he works 
by instruments, and means,and 
his ministers are labourers to- 
gether with him.—Yes, he will 
perfect his work, and that by 
willing instruments. If the 
stothful servant will fold his un- 
willing arms, God can dispense 
with his services. and will not 
be at any loss to find willing in- 
struments qualified to carry on, 
and effect his glorious purpose. 
Upon the whole, as the Baptists 
of Virginia have been a people 
highly favoured of God, and 
prospered ; so ought they above 
all others to be clothed with 
charity, humility, and good 
works of obedience. 


a 


A summary view of the in- 
crease of the Virginia Baptists, 
since A. D. 1760. 

In the year 1760, from the 
most authentic accounts, the 
Baptists of every order in Vir- 
ginia amounted to 5 Churches, 
5 Ordained Ministers, 2 licens- 
ed preachers, and about 500 
members. 

1776-—107 Churches-—65 
Preachers—about 7,900 Mem- 
bers. 

1792—-216 Churches—146 
Ministers —about 20,440 Mem- 
bers. 

1809—294 Churches—about 
30,000 Members. 

1823—The uumber of Bap- 
tists in Virginia is not accu- 
rately known,but from the best 
information we can obtain,there 
are 12 Associations; two or 
three of which are but part in 
Virginia, and part in other 
states. ‘There are 316 Churches, 
195 Ministers, and about 40,- 
000 Members. 

FROM IRVING'S ORATIONS. 
Whut they lose who die without a 

living fuithin Christ 

‘*You lose God’s presence, in 
which all creation rejoiceth. 
You lose God’s capacity to 
bless you with his manifold 
blessings, which the cherubim 
and seraphim can speak better 
than a fallen man. You lose the 
perfect peace and blessedness 
of heaven, whic}: from this earth 
we can hardly catch the vision 
of. Have you suffered spiritual 
oppression and drowning from 
fleshly appetites? freedom from 



































































































































ise 








From Ircing’s Orations. 





this you lose. Have,you groan- 
ed under the general bondage 
of the creature, and called for 
deliverance ? this deliverance 
you lose. Have you conceived 
pictures of quiet and peaceful 
enjoyment amidst beautiful and 
refreshing scenes? the realities 
of these you lose. What Adam 
and Eve enjoyed within the un- 
blemished paradise of Eden 
with the presence of God—you 
jose. What Peter and John felt 
on the mount of transfiguration, 
where they would have built ta- 
bernacles and remained for ever 
—you lose. Can you think of 
this werld’s fare with content- 
ment? If you are wicked, how 
do your sins find you out, or o- 
verhang yau with detection. If 
you are holy, how your desires 
outrun your performance, and 
your knowledge your power ; 
how you fall, or faint, are back- 
sliding, are in darkness, are in 
doubt, are in dismay ! You are 
not content with this world’s 

fare, you long after something 
higher and better; hence the 
perpetual cheering of hope, and 
instigation of ambition, and 
thirst after novelty, and rest- 
Jessness to better your condition. 
When man cometh to wish, to 
expeet to labour or care for no- 
thing higher or better than his 
present condition, he is supreme- 
ty miserable. God hath left 
these witnesses “ within our 
breasts out of his mouth to con- 
vict us, he will say, ‘ Ye strove 
after something happier. "T'was 
the labour of your life to 
reach it. J let down heaven’s 
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glory to your eager eyes. You 
put it away; therefore be it put 
away from your habitation for 
ever. Oh, ye who labour by toil 
and trouble to exalt your con- 
dition, will ye not exalt it far 
above the level of thrones or 
principalities,or any name that 
is named upon the earth ! 
‘Would that, like St. John 
in the apocalypse I had seen,or 


like Paul in the trance I had 
feltthe glories of heaven, that 


for your sakes I might unfold 
them ! I have spoken of the re- 


moval of earthly disasters and 
embarrassments, which cleave 
to the lot of the religious in our 
kind. But the removal of these 
are nothing. Ihave spoken of 
the gratification of all Nature’s 
hungerings and thirstings after 
truth, knowledge, goodness and 
happiness. But this is nothing, 
these desires, pertain to a weak 
and fallen creature. It behooves 
to speak of the enjoyments and 
desires of angels—of their fer- 
vours, their loves. their com- 
munions. But who can speak 
of them ? 

“Yet if emblems can assist 
you, then do you join your im- 
agination the emblems and pic- 
tures of heaven. What 1s the 
condition ofits people? That of 
crowned kings. What is their 
enjoyment? ‘That of conquerors 
triumphant, with palms of vic- 
tory in theirhands. What their 
haunts? The green pastures by 
the living waters. What their 
employment? Losing their spir- 
its in the ecstacies of melody, 
making music upon tkeir harps 
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to the Lord God Almighty, and 
to the Lamb, for ever and ever. 
For guidance—the Lamb, that 
is in the midst of them, shall 
lead them by rivers of living 
waters, and wipe away all tears 
from their eyes. For knowl- 
edge—they shall be like unto 
God, for they shall know even 
as they are known. For vision 
and understanding—they shall 
see face to face, needing no in- 
tervention of language or of 
sign. Forordinances (through 
which the soul makes imperfect 
way tober maker)—there is no 
temple in the city of their habi- 
tation, for the Lord God AI- 
mighty and the Lamb, are the 
temple thereof. There shall be 
no night there, and they need 
no candle, neither light of the 
sun, for the Lord God giveth 
them light, and they shallreign 
for ever and ever ; nay, the ve- 
ry sense hath its gratifications 
in the city of God; the building 
of the wallis of jasper, the city 
of pure gold like unto clear 
glass ; the foundation of the 
wall garnished with all manner 
of precious stones: every one 
ofthe twelve gates of pearl. Now 
what means this wealth of im- 
agery drawn from every store- 
house of nature, if it be not that 
the choicest of all which the eye 
beholds or the heart is ravished 
with—that all which makes 
matter beautiful and tue spirit 
happy—that all which wealth 
values itself on and beauty de- 
lights in, with all the scenery 
which charms the taste, and all 
the employments which can en- 


gage the affections, every thing, 
in short, shall lend itsinfluence 
to consummate the felicity of 
the saints in light. 

£° Oh, what untried forms of 


shappy being, what cycles of re- 


volving bliss, await the just ! 
Conception cannot reach it,nor 
experience present materials 
for the picture of similitude ; 
and though thus figured out by 
the choicest emblems, they do 
no more represent it than the 
name ef Shepherd doesthe guar- 
dianship of Christ, or the name 
of Father the love of Almighty 
God.”’ 








MORAL CONDITLON OF THE HEA- 
THEN. 

We have never seen the po- 
pular objection to Missions, 
founded on the imaginary mor- 
al purity of the heathen systems 
of religion, and the adequacy 
of these systems to save the 
souls of those who embrace 
them, more satisfactorily and 
more eloquently refuted, than 
in the following address, deli- 
vered at Boston, in 1817, by the 
Rev. Lyman Beecher, at the 
ordination of Messrs. Swift, 
Graves, Nichels, Parsons, and 
Buttrick, as ministers to the 
heathen. es 


My Beloved Breihren :-—If the 
Bible contains the laws of the 
Most High Ged, for the resto- 
ration of man from sin to holi- 
ness ; then it is nota superflu- 
ous labour to translate the scrip- 
tures into the various languages 
of the nations, nor a superfluous 
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charity to send missionaries to 
preach the gospel to the hea- 
then. 

There are not a few, who re- 
gard the heathen as not accoun- 
table for their idolatry, and 
scarcely for their immoralities; 
or as subjected to inconvenience 
by their superstitions. They 
are the guileless children of our 
common father,all affectionate- 
ty arivieg, to please him, in 
ways, erent indeed from 
those of Christian worship, but 
equally sincere, and about e- 
qually well pleasing to God, 
and equally benign in their in- 
fluence to make men happy on 
earth, and to prepare them for 
heaven. What need then ofall 
this sympathy for the heathen, 
and of so much exertion and ex- 
pense to relieve those, whose 
circumstances, for time and 2- 
ternity. are as eligible as ours? 
Why should their reverence for 
the religion of their ancestors 
be weakened, and their * ele- 
gant mythology” be stigmatiz- 
ed, and the gospel be thrust in- 
to its place? Is not God merci- 
ful? Let Him, then, take care 
of the Heathen.” 

But whence are derived these 
conceptions of the moral char- 
acter and state of the heathen ¢ 
Not from the Bible. They are 
there all recognized as deprav- 
ed ; all under condemnation for 
their depravity of heart, and a- 
bominable deeds ; all condemn- 
ed for their idolatr y, as the con- 
sumation both of folly and guilt, 
the result not of filial affection 
for God, but of enmity against 
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him, and of a reprobate mind 
to which God has given them 
up, because they did not like to 
retain him in their knowledge. 
The wrath of God is revealed 
from heavea against them, and 
they are represented as needing 
the Saviour, the Bible, the Sab- 
bath, and the preaching of the 
gospel, for the same purpose, 
and in the same degree, ‘that 
we need them. If the gospel 
would be no blessing to them, it 
is none tous. ff their super- 
stitions are as salutary to them 
in their moral influence, as the 
gospel would be; they would be 
as great a blessing tous, as the 
gospel is. 

Make the exchange, then, ye 
who profess such charity and 
philanthropy towards the hea- 
then. Give them your bibles, 
and pastors, and sabbaths, and 
receive their idol gods, and 
religious rites. Demolish the 
temples of Jehovah ; and rear 
up to roll through your streets 
the car of Juggernaut,  be- 
smeared with blood of human 
sacrifice,”’ and converted with 
emblems of pollution. Put out 
the Sun of Righteousness, and 
bring back the darkness visible. 
Kindle up the fires, that shall 
consume annually, in a circum- 
ference of thirty miles,two hun- 
dred and seventy-five widows 
on the dead bodies of their hus- 
bands, and leave behind thou- 
sands of children, doubly or- 


phans. Welcome to your shores 
the religion, which shall teach 
children, when you are 
to lay yon down by the 


your 
sick, 
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cold river side to die; and when 
their mothers shall shrink from 
the glowing flame, with their 
own hands to thrust them in. 
Welcome to your hearts a reli- 
gion, which shall teach you to 
entice your smiling children to 
the waves, and plunge them in, 
to attract by their cries the 
sympathy of strangers, or to 
perish and become the food of 
alligators. Welcome to your 
hearts a religion, which, if sin 
shall annoy, and the fear of pu- 
nishment invade, will send you 
to drink of the waters that lave 
your shores, and wash in their 
flood as your most effectual re- 
medy. Fill your houses with 
indian gods, of brass,and wood, 
and stone: and blow the trum- 
pet of jubilee at your emancipa- 
tion from the gospel; and shout 
before your idols, ‘These be 
thy Gods, O Israel!” 

O, what superfluous benevo- 
lence has the Father manifest- 
ed in giving his Son to die for 
those, whom the bleed of bulls 
and of goats might have saved 
as well as the blood of Jesus. 
What mere enthusiasm has ac- 
tuated prophets and apostles,in 
their efforts to transmit to oth- 
er ages a book so useless as the 
Bible. and institutions no bet- 
ter than the horrid rites of :pa- 
gan worship. When Jesus gave 
to the inspired band their high 
eommission, **Go ye out into 
all the earth, and ‘preach the 
Gospel to every creature;”? why 
did they not perceive the mis- 

taken zeal of their master, and 
announce, by anticipation, the 
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discovery of later days, that 
the heathen are holy enough 
without the Bible and the fool- 
ishness of preaching, and save 
ages of toil, and rivers of blood. 
But the heathen are not holy. 
Read the first chapter of the E- 
pistle to the Romans, and be- 
hold a portrait drawn by the 
pen of inspiration. * Filled 
with all unrighteousness, for- 
nication, wickedness, covetous- 
ness, maliciousness, full of en- 
vy, murder, debate, deceit, ma- 
lignity, whisperers, backbiters, 
haters of God, despiteful, proud, 
boasters,inventorsof evil things, 
disobedient to parents, without 
understanding, covenant-brea- 
kers, without | natural affection, 
implacable, unmerciful.’”? This 
is the result of that heathen 
mythology, so “elegant;” and 
these are those children ‘of our 
common Father, so sincere in 
their efforts to please him, and 
so pure, as not to need to be 
washed in the blood oftheLamb. 
Read the account of Buchanan, 
and you will perceive that the 
drawing is still to the life. No 
pollatien is washed away; noe 
stain of blood cffaced; and no 
ray of light has fallen upon the 
canvass to alleviate the gloom. 

Read your Bible, and you wi 
perceive that no change for the 
beiter is ever to be expected, 

but from the diffusion of the Bi-. 
ble, and the preaching of the 
Gospel. 

My dear bretiven. the heath- 
en are neither holy nor happy. 
‘They are depraved, and mus 
be born again. ‘LDhey are ig- 
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norant and must be instructed. 
They are profligate and must 
be reclaimed. They are debas- 
ed by their superstitions, and 
must be raised. They are tor- 
tured by vain fears and useless 
penances, and must be relieved. 
Lhe stern-hearted god of this 
world rules them with an excru- 
Ciating despotism; and their 
Sroans, disregarded for ages, 
have at length reached the hea- 
vens; and the voice of the Al- 
mighty has come down from a- 
bove, saying, ** Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” 
And you, brethren, have an- 
swered, * Here are we, send us.” 
God has accepted your offer; 
and you are this day to be set 
apart, to carry the Bible and to 
preach the Gospel to the Hea- 
then. 

May the prayer-hearing God 
hear you in szfety across the 
deep; open before you in hea- 
then lands an effectual door; 
make you the blessed instru- 
ments of raising, to the fellow- 
ship of angels and justified spi- 
rits, thousands, who otherwise 
had died in their sins, and been 
wretchecdand miserable forever; 
and, after a long life, bestow up- 
on you in heaven ** jay unspeak- 
able and ful) of glory.” 








From a Sermon ot Rev. LymanBeecher. 


HIGH IMPORTANCE OF REVEAL- 
ED TRUTH. 

It exhibits the Divine char- 
acter as the great object of reli- 
cious affection. It embodies the 
precepts of the Divine moral 
government; prescribes: the af- 
fections to be exercised, their 
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nature, object, and degree, and 
the actions by which they are 
to be expressed. It embodies all 
the motives by which God re. 
strains his subjects from trans- 
gression, and excites them to o- 
bedience. It exhibits the char- 
acter of man as depraved and 
lost; and discloses by whom, 
and by what means, an atone- 
ment has been made, and how 
pardon may be obtained. It is 
the means employed by the Spi- 
rit of God to awaken the sinner 
to a sense of his danger, and to 
bring home to his heart a deep 
conviction of his guilt and just 
condemnation. Itis by the Truth, 
that the Spirit of God converts 
the soul,and sanctifies the beart, 
and sheds abroad the love of 
God, and awakens hope, and 
diffuses peace and joy. 

The truths of revelation are 
as important as the illustration 
ofthe glory of God, and as the 
happiness of the holy universe, 
caused and perpetuated by their 
instrumentality; through all his 
dominions, and through eterni- 
ty. In the view of this subject, 
how irreverentthe maxim, **.Vo 
matter what a man believes,pro- 
vided lus life he correct: a max- 
im, which abrogates the law of 
God in its claims upon the heart; 
annihilates the doctrine that in- 
tention decides the moral na- 
ture of actions, and the doctrine 
that motives are the means of 
moral government; and reduces 
all obedience to the mere me- 
chanical movements of the bo- 
dy. No matter whether a man 
believe or disbelieve in the Di- 
vine existence; whether he leve 
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or hate the Lord; whether he 
trust in or despise the Saviour; 
whether he repent of his sins or 
remain incorrigible; whether 
his motives to action be good 
or bad. If the mere motion of 
his lip, hand, and foot, be ac- 
cording to rule, all is well. Is 
not this breaking the bands of 
Christ,-and casting away his 
cords? Is 1t not saying to Jcho- 
vah, ** Depart from. us, for we 
desire not the knowledge of thy 
ways?” Withequal irreverence, 
it is alleged to be of little con- 
sequence what a man believes, 
provided he be sincere. But 
what is sincerity? It is simply 
belicving as we profess to be- 
lieve; and the unblushing avow- 
al is, that the Bible isa worth- 
less book, no better than the 
Alcoran, or tue fictions of Pa- 
ganism, or the superstitions of 
Popery. “No matter what a 
man believes, provided he does 
believe it!”? Falsehood, then,be- 
lieved to be true, is just as pleas- 
ing to God, and just as saluta- 
ry ia its influence upun man, as 
the combined wisdom and good- 
ness of God, disclosed in his 
own most holy code of revealed 
laws. 

‘The merest fictions of the 
brain, or the most malignant 
suggestions of a depraved heart, 
are as salutary as the lawa of 
God. What authority have you 
for this opinion? Where have 
you learned that fehovah is re- 
gardless of his honour, and the 
manifestation of his glory; is 
regardless of his laws, and their 
sanctions; is regardless of maa, 
4nd the object of his affections, 
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and the means of his salvation? 
You have not learned this from 
the Bible. You are an infidel, 
if you believe the maxim that it 
is no matter what a man believes 
provided he be sincere; and if 
you believe in no God but such 
an one as this maxim supposes, 
you are an atheist. ‘The great 
end of all the works of Jelhovah, 
accurding to the Bible, is the 
manifestation of his true char- 
acter to created intelligences as 
the source ef everlasting leve, 
and confidence, and joy, and 
praise. Bat this glory is not 
an object of direct vision. It is 
manifested glory; and the sys- 
tem of manifestation is the plan 
of redemption disclosed in the 
Bible, and carried into effect by 
the Spirit of Ged in giving effi- 
cacy fo revealed truth in the 
sanctification and salvation of 
man. It is by the church, that 
he makes known to principali- 
ties and powers, in hearenty 
places, the manifold wisdom of 
God. Without just conceptions, 
then, of revealed truth, the true 
character of God is not mani- 
fested, and cannot of course be- 
come an object of affection, or 
source of joy. -Erroneous con- 
ceptions of revealed truth eclipse 
the glory of God, in its pro- 
gress to enlighten and enrap- 
ture the universe. They pro- 
pagate falsehood concerning 
God through all parts of his do- 
minions where they prevail, un- 
dermine confidence, annihilate 
affection, and extinguish joy.— 
They arrest the work of re- 
demption; for moral influence is 
the influence by which God re. 
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deems from sin, and revealed 
truth embodies that influence.— 
When that light has been wan- 
tonly extinguished, God will 
not sanctify men by sparks of 
their kindling; or hold those 
guiltless who have perpetrated 
the deed. The Most High is 
not regardless of the opinjons 
his subjects form concerning 
Him. He has given them the 
means of forming just concep- 
tions of his character; and if 
they wantonly libel their Ma- 
ker to their own minds, or to o- 
thers, He will punish them. He 
is not indifferent what objects 
we regard with supreme affec- 
‘ton, and as cur supreme geod, 
He bas exhibited his true char- 
acter, and commanded us to 
Jove him; and, if we pervert his 
character ard worship other 
gods, He will punish the idola 
try. He is not regardiess of 
his own laws, nor of the meral 
influence by which he restrains 
and sanctifies. He has made 
them plain; and it is at our pe- 
ril, if we falsify them, aad break 
their force upon eur own minds, 
or the minds of others. “« Wo 
unto them that call evil good, 
and good evil, that put darkness 
for light, and light for darkness, 
that put bitter for sweet, and 
sweet for bitter.” ** As they did 
not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them ov- 
er to a reprobate mind.”— 
«‘ Whose coming is after the 
working of Satan, with all de- 
eeivableness of unrighteousness 
in. them that perish, because 
they received not the love of 
the truth, that they might be 
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saved:—And for this cause,God 
shall send them strong delusions 
that they should believe a lie, 
that they all might be damned 
who believe not the truth, but 
have pleasure in unrighteous- 
ness.”’ [)o these passages teach 
thatit is of no consequence what 
aman believes, provided he is 
sincere? 








«THE HOLY SPIRIT.” 


Extracts from a Sermon on the influ- 

ences of the Spirit, by the Rev. Seth 
bees ge of Durham, N. Y. Itis 
worthy of remark, that soon after the 
delivery of this sermon, the wishes 
of the pious pastor were in a good 
degree realized, in a special work of 
the Spirit among the people of his 
charge: 


«We ought to ask for the 
gifts of the Spirit with more im- 
purtunity, than for all other 
blessings puttogether, “ How 
much more,” said the Saviour, 
«*shali your Father which is in 
Heaven give good things to 
them that ask him!’ When ie 
had occasion to repeat this de- 
claration, he said, “ How much 
more shall your heavenly Fath- 
er give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him!” In the last in- 
stance the Holy Spirit is put in 
the room of the good things 
spoken of; as though it was the 
principal thing, and that which 
really comprehended all desira- 
ble good. ‘This was pre-emi- 
nently the gift which the ascend- 
ed Redcemer received for men, 
yea, for rebellious men to pre- 
pare the way for the Lord God 
to dwell among them. Psalm 
Ixviii. 18. Itis when the Spirit 
is sted down, that we are made 
partakers of the Divine nature, 
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and brought into union with 
Christ. And the more abun- 
dantly it is shed on us, themore 
are we made to feel and act like 
our Master. It is by au increas- 
ed operation of the Holy Ghost 
on the hearts of the saints, that 
they are prepared to do what 
must be done by them, to bring 
forward the Millennium, and 
preserve itinits glory. And it 
is by a still more powerful and 
uninterrupted operation of the 
Divine agent, that they are to 
he perfectly fitted for, and pre- 
served in the enjoyment of their 
eternal inheritance. 

The impenitent do, ina sense, 
always resist the Holy Ghost; 
and there are some who do it in 
an aggravated manner. But in 
all the resistance which they 
make to his operations, they sin 
against their own souls. The 
unregenerate are greatly coa- 
cerned, if they could but know 
it, in the work of grace which 
God is now carrying on in the 
land. Sinners! these out-pour- 
ings of the Spirit are your hope. 
You may think lightly of them; 
but they have a favorable aspect 
on your immortal interests. We 
would not be understood te in- 
timate, that no sinners are con- 
verted except in times of gener- 
al awakening ; but we do not 
hesitate in saying, it is our be- 
lief, that these are the harvest 
seasons of the church; that these 
are eminently the times when 
the gospel net is cast on the 
right side of the ship, enclosing 
a multitude of fishes. The more 
cummon, the more powerful, 
and pure these out-pourings ef 


- 


the Spirit become, the greater 
is the prospect that you, who 
have hitherto neglected the great 
salvation, will not die in your 
sins. 

May these sacred fires which 
the Spirit of God is kindling up 
in so many places, spread far | 
and wide; and as they advance, 
may they consume the wood, 
hay, and stubble, which have 
been built into the temple of 
God, and desirocy the works of 
the devil through the whole of 
the fallen world? But all those 
fires which have not been kin- 
dled from the altar of God,may 
they be speedily, not only quen- 
ched, but atterly extinguished. 

O that one of these holy fires, 
enkindled by the Spirit of God, 
might break forth in this tewn, 
and burn in this sanctuary, to 
consume the dross of this church, 
and make us like silver which 
is seven times parified! O that 
God would pour out his Spirit 
onus, and give efficacy to his 
word, causing it to become quick 
and powerful on the minds of 
all his peuple! Bow desirable it 
is, that we should see, and sooa 
see, a listening attention in these 
galleries, aid indeed in every 
pew and seat in the Lord’s 
house. How desirable it would 
be to see our children remem- 
ber their Creator in the days of 
their youth, and to hear all ages 
and classes, who have been liv- 
ing without God in the world, 
begin to inquire, ‘Where is God 
my Maker?? Let it be your 
hearts’ desire and prayer to 
God, that many a proud rebel 
may be humbled at the foot of 
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the cross, and there seek for 
pardon and find it. May the 
time to favour this Zion of God 
not be distant! The Lord graut, 
In his infinite mercy, that this 
Church may, by the copious 
showers of his Spirit, be great. 
ly increased with such converts 
as shall prefer Jerusalem above 
their chief joy! And is there a 
child of God in this assembly, 
or in the world, who will not to 
this petition add his Amen!” 








For the Correspondent. 
GOOD NEWS. 

The refreshing revival of Re- 
ligion, which we mentioned in 
some of our former numbers, as 
progressing in several Churches 
of the Roanoke Association, is 
still moving on in a majestic 
wanner, LowerBanisterchurch, 
in Pittsylvania, since the revi- 
val begav, has received 72 bap- 
tized and 2 candidates; County 
Live Church, about 10 miles 
south of Lower Banister, has, 
we think, received upwards of 
4G: StraightstoveChurch, about 
12 miles to the north of Upper 
Banister, upwards of 40; be- 
sides considerable numbers (we 
know not how many) have been 
added to Shockoe, Greenfield, 
Upper Banister, Head of Birch 
Creek, Republican, and Mill- 
stone Churches. 

There arc also very hopeful 
appearances in several other 
Churches. The whole number 
added, since the revival com- 
menced, we cannot now ascer- 
tain; but, on a moderate calcu- 
lation, if must amount to up- 
wards of 200, Itis undoubted. 
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ly time for the watchmen onthe 
walls of Zion to be at their 
posts, to cry alond and spare 
not. May God increase his 
work and spread it far and 
wide, ought to be the prayer of 
every Christian. 








UNCERTAINTY OF LIFE. 

Ever carry about with you 
such a sense of the uncertainty 
of every thing in this life, and 
of life itself, as to put nothing 
off till to-morrow, which you 
can conveniently do to-day.— 
Dilatory persons are frequently 
exposed to surprise and hurry 
in every thing that belongs to 
them; the time is come and they 
are unprepared. Let the con- 
cerns of your soul and your 
shop. your trade and your re- 
religion, lie always in such or- 
der, as far as possible, that 
death, at a short warning, may 
be no occasion of a disquieting 
tumult in your spirit, and that 
you may escape the anguish of 
a bitter repentaace in a dying 
hour, 

THOU MUST DIE. 

When we bring to mind this 
awful sentence, which has been 
passed upon every creature in- 
habiting this ball of earth, how 
insignificant appear the low 
pursuits which agitate the toil- 
ing race of men! He who has 
been for a series of years,build- 
ing airy castles, and preparing 
for future enjoyment, who has 
been filling his barns with plen- 
ty, and his stores with abun- 
dance, how is he astonished, 
when to him is sent this awful 
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summons! His proud projects 
vanish into emptiness, and more 
worthless than chaffappearthose 
base designs of grandeur, which 
have called forth the energies 
of his mind. Not sv with the 
Christian, who 


** Has made the statutes of the Lord 
‘His study and delight.” 


To him death comes not unlook- 
ed for. Ge knows it is the lot 
of .cur frail nature, and he re- 
joices in it as the road to bless- 
edness. Sustained by the hope 
of glory, he sinks not under the 
rendings of pain; the agouies of 


disease are considered as the 
price of his passport to a hap- 
pier state, and resigned he re- 
ceives the cup of affliction. The 
death of the Christian is the re- 
vival of faith. Those who stand 
at his bedside, who behold him 
throw off the shackles of mor- 
tality—** his countenance beam- 
ing with smiles and his lips ut- 
tering praise,” must surely be 
convioced that he has followed 
no * cunningly devised fables;’” 
and even sceptics might be in- 
duced to wish that their exit 
might resemble his, 





TO THE PATRONS OF THE CORRESPONDENT. 


Tue Editor takes this opportunity of informing his friends and 
Patrons, that the terms specified in his subscription, for the Se- 
cond Volume of the Correspondent, was Oae Dollar and Twenty- 
Five Cents, which might be discharged by the paymeat of One 
Dollar, if paid by the time the publication of the Twelve Nambers 
was finished. But, as the publication was unavoidably suspend- 
ed for several months, he thinks it right and just to give a longer 
trme. ‘The subscribers who pay One Dollar by the first day of 
April, 1824, to.the Editor, or to any Agent mentioned in this pa- 
per, it shall be received in fyll payment for the Second Volame; 
if not paid by that time, the full price will be charged. Those 
who have not paid for the First Volume will pay to the same A- 
gents. The Editor hopes, about the first of April, to visit those 
sections of country where he has obtained subscribers, and intends 
to send on appointments fur preaching in due time. 


LIST OF AGENTS. 


Rev. Asner W. Crorron, near Charlotte Coart House, Va. 
Rev. JaMES Brooks, Chariotte. 

Mr, CuarpMan BrackweE 1, Lunenbarg. 

Rev, Witiiam Ricuarps, Mecklenburg. 

Rev. Jonn D. Witrt1aMs, Brunswick. 

Mr. Exisna Weooprrn, near Jamestown, Prince Edward Co 
Mr. Wu. H. Venante, P. M. Prince Edward Court House. 
Mr. Hezexranu Lirscomse, Buckingham Conrt Honse. 
Rey. Josern Jenkins, Cumberland, 
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Rev. Gasaren WASSER 2p, Buckingham. 

Rev. Poinip MatT#Ews, Prince Edward. 

Rev. Epmunp Jou®$s Campbell. 

Mr. Joun Conss, "©8& Reid’s Store, Campbell. 

Mr. JAMEs LerrwiCRy, Bedford. 

Mr. Preasant DiCKE Rson, Franklin. 

Mr. JoHn C, MunAZi&a, Leaksville, N. C. | 
Mr. JamMks E. GatlOW ay, P. M. Spring Garden, Rockingham. 
Doct. THomas AnDERSoy, Pittsylvania Court House, Va. 
Capt. Jounw ATKINS: Rockinghatn, N.C. 

Mr. SaMvuer D. RAWLE Ns, P. M. Danville, Va. 

Mr. BENJamin CoR¥* Sd, P. M. Milton, N. C. 

Rev. GEorex RoweF®tS, Rockingham. 

Rev. JoHn Campse!*> Harmony, Orange Go. N. C. 

Doct. THomas P. AT®2.nson, Hyco River. 

Rev. PLEAsanT Gol> Mecklenburg, Va. 

Rev, Wituiam B. VOR REL, Granville, N. C. 

Rev. JOHN Brito’: H aiifax, Va. 

Mr. JaMEs Youn, }@lYey’s Store, Halifax, Va. 

Rev. Barzriziar GrA* Es, near Caswell Court House, N. C. 











The Editor feels it bis duty to apologize to such of the Gentle- 
men on the above Lists Whose names he has inserted as Agents 
without consulting th¢™$ but flatters himself they will favor him 
go far as fo receive uch Sums as may be offered by any of his sub- 
scribers—keeping alist &£ the persons, and sums paid till they see 
or hear from him. 


N. B. If any of the Subscribers shall have failed in receiving 
the vegular series of th€!’ Numb-rs, the Editor, on infermation, 
will endeavor to supP!'Y the deficiency. We have heard with 
deep regret, that som Subscribers have refused to receive their 
papers, When honor and Justice require that they should. But, if 
any Subscribers should Persist in refusing to receive them, the 
Postmasters are requeSt@«] to keep them safe, as the Ediver de- 
signs to see into this bUS'tress ag soon as possible; and if any of 
his papers have been 5°®t to any person who has no right to re- 
ceive them, he will tak¢ Gut the papers ane pay the postage, as 
bis papers Can never 0° Sut of date, and will scli for the value at 
any time. 


